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Blue Ridge Parkway

Hatteras Lighthouse
Tweetsie Railroad

Carowinds
USS North Carolina

Wings Over Carolina
A three weekend event!
Details and Dates to come!
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I pledge Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America
and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for all.
We SUPPORT and THANK ALL our service men and women.
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America the Beautiful
O beautiful for spacious skies,
For amber waves of grain,
For purple mountain majesties
Above the fruited plain!
America! America!
God shed His grace on thee,
And crown thy good with brotherhood From sea to shining sea!
O beautiful for pilgrim feet
Whose stern impassioned stress,
A thoroughfare for freedom beat Across the wilderness!
America! America!
God mend thine every flaw,
Confirm thy soul in self-control,
Thy liberty in law!
O beautiful for heroes proved
In liberating strife,
Who more than self their country love And mercy more than life!
O beautiful for heroes proved
In liberating strife,
Who more than self their country love And mercy more than life!
America! America!
May God thy gold refine
Till all success be nobleness,
And every gain divine!
O beautiful for patriot dream
That sees beyond the years,
Thine alabaster cities gleam Undimmed by human tears! America!
America!
God shed His grace on thee,
And crown thy good with brotherhood From sea to shining sea!
Oh beautiful for halcyon skies
For amber waves of grain
For purple mountain majesties Above the enameled plain!
America! America!
God shed His grace on thee,
Till souls wax fair as earth and air And music-hearted sea!
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Oh beautiful for halcyon skies
For amber waves of grain
For purple mountain majesties Above the enameled plain!
America! America!
God shed His grace on thee,
Till souls wax fair as earth and air And music-hearted sea!
O beautiful for pilgrim feet
Whose stern impassioned stress,
A thoroughfare for freedom beat Across the wilderness!
America! America!
God shed His grace on thee,
Till paths be wrought through wilds of thought
By pilgrims foot and knee!
Oh beautiful for glory-tale
Of liberating strife,
When once and twice for man’s avail
Men lavished precious life!
America! America!
God shed His grace on thee,
Till selfish gain no longer strain
The banner of the free!
O beautiful for patriot dream
That sees beyond the years,
Thine alabaster cities gleam
Undimmed by human tears!
America! America!
God shed His grace on thee,
Till nobler men keep once again
Thy whiter jubilee!
by Katherine Lee Bates; (1859-1929) Inspired by a trip to Pikes Peak in 1893,
Katherine Lee Bates wrote the poem America the Beautiful. Her poem first
appeared in print on July 4, 1895 in The Congregationalist, a weekly journal. Ms.
Bates revised the lyrics in 1904 and again in 1913.
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North Carolina District Team

Asst. District Director - Central
Libby Jennings
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Clyde Alexander

District Directors
Glenn and Joy Kennedy

Asst. District Directors - East
Tom Tipton

District Educators
Anthony and Shirley Prewitt

District Treasurers
Bev and Ron Chapman

District Leadership Trainer
John Bryant

District MEPC
Sue and Charles Langley

District Vendor Coordinators
Rex and Dianna Temple

Asst. District Educator
Roger Felton

Asst. District Educator
Paul Breau

District Ride Coordinator
James (Jimmy ) Quick
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Don & Helen Cranfill
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Mary Felton
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Thank You To Our Sponsors Of
Wing Over the Smokies®

Shroader’s Honda, 220 Mitchelle Dr. Hendersonville, NC 28792 1-888-825-3394

CSC Trikes / California Sidecar, Find a dealer

Hartco International, 800-446-7772, 386-698-4668, Fax 386-698-2762
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North Carolina District Directors
Glenn and Joy Kennedy
SOMETHING NEW FOR YOU
Greetings everyone. GWRRA NC is blessed with a lot of talented people. We have photographers, poets, artists, writers,
quilters, humorists, designers, equestrians, woodworkers, painters, bakers, crafters, cartoonists, inventors, problem
solvers, mechanics, musicians, dancers, fishers, golfers; the list just goes on and on.
We are glad to announce we have something new for you, a new way of communicating with those who know you, and
with those who want to know you. We have added a Contributors’ Corner to our newsletter. Last month talented Dave
Smith from NC-___ included a cartoon that he both created and drew, and he has included another in this edition..
We are making the same opportunity available to every GWRRA NC member. You do not have to profess to have a
talent, you may just want to share something that happened to you or something that you have been thinking about, or
something that you found funny. This is another way for us to stay connected in these disjointed times.
So, whatever your talent or interest may be, we are providing a venue by which you can share it with the rest of North
Carolina GWRRA members. All we ask is that you submit your entry by the first of the month to
distristdirector@gwrranc.org..
Your entry may be a picture of something physical, a written description of your talent, the actual photographs that you
took, the poem that you created, or even an anecdote of some thing that has happened. The point being we would like
you to share yourself with the rest of North Carolina, help us get to know you!
WINGS OVER CAROLINA
Plans are continuing for our three-territorial ride-ins, albeit the final details on the West and Central rides have not yet
been finalized. The dates are set; the East ride-in is on September 19th, the West ride-in is September 26th and the
Central ride-in is October 10th. Although I had hoped to have the details published in this newsletter, we will publish such
information ASAP on both our district website
(www.gwrranc.org) as well as with a special email distribution across the state. As previously mentioned, cross-territorial
participation is encouraged. We would ask that each CD email the ADD in each territory, notifying them of your
participation headcount in their ride so that we can be sure to have appropriate road captains, sweeps, etc. for each ride.
T-shirts are being offered for the WOC event on a pre-order basis only. Order forms have been previously sent out with
request that all orders be turned in to Libby Jennings by August 31st. A copy of this order form is included in this
newsletter.
The logo for the WOC event is in its final states of review and approval from our shirt provider. We found that the logo
submissions received from our members were so exceptional that we could not pick one winner. Instead, we decided to
combine the concepts from each submission into a composite logo. We will be sending out the final logo before the
order deadline. We are confident that you will want your closet to have a 2020 remembrance.
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Gatherings
Many chapters have started getting back together and riding; many involving open-air events with riding and a picnic
lunch. They are sharing both the ride and the fellowship. Some chapters have used Zoom calls to stay in touch.
There are a few chapters that have re-started their monthly gatherings on a somewhat modified basis. Many have
physical limitations with respect to headcounts due to capacity restrictions and social distancing requirements.
Therefore, many of the few chapters holding gatherings are prohibited from allowing visitors. I would encourage you to
contact the Chapter Director before attempting to visit another Chapter’s gathering.
Just this month NC-S2, Sanford, held their first gathering since March at the home of Roger and Mary Felton. Their
outdoor venue enhanced the safety of getting together and Joy and I enjoyed getting to see friends too long missed.
There is no National or District dictates with respect to chapters holding their gathering. Each chapter may determine
their gathering status with consideration as to their particular risk situations. We do encourage compliance with all
health and safety regulations and guidelines. The safety of our members is our highest priority so when it is safe for your
chapter to begin gathering, we would appreciate hearing about your plans.
It does not matter how you stay in touch – just do it.

for our GWRRA FAMILY
Glenn and Joy Kennedy
districtdirector@gwrranc.org
919-740-0045 Glenn
919-740-0395 Joy
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NC Assistant District Director - East
Tom Tipton

It is Very difficult for me to realize it is August already ........ WoW !!! where did the Months Go?
Everyone is still dealing with corvid-19 waiting for a vaccine or an all clear? I do hope everyone is coping well
with the mandates that have been placed in effect. That also, everyone is well!
One more Event cancellation for the East, Christmas at O'Berry has been CANCELLED for 2020. But we have
been asked to adopt residents of O'Berry for Christmas. I will be sending out information from our O'Berry Rep.
Pat Yates on how she wants us to handle that. She did says she is awaiting a plan approval. That plan will be
sent ASAP. Also she has to plan on how to get the items to her. She did say that there will be no USED ITEMS
accepted at O'Berry! Nothing Used!!! for Christmas or anytime until Further Notice. If USED ITEMS do show
up she and her staff will be forced to dispose of them. Let’s all help Ms. Yates with this!!
It is good to see Eastern members staying in touch with others members. CD's and other chapter members are
doing a GREAT JOB with this in the EAST. I am sure this is happening across the district because of the
lifelong friendships we all have made!
Save this Date and more to information to Follow: Everyone is invited September 19th the Eastern Ride-In Fun
Day . It will be a fun day to get together with other Chapters at this Social Event! Bring your own lunch, drinks
and ice. Popcorn will be provided. An escorted ride if anyone wants to ride. There will also be games.
" I Am so looking forward to seeing everyone !"
Bring a mask and Social Distance if Need Be! As said earlier more plans will be forwarded! I will speak more of
this Ride-In Fun Day next month!
Please Bring Your 2020 Grand Prize Tickets and money with you to be turned in at The September 19th (Wings
over North Carolina) Eastern Ride-In / Fun Day!
I am Here For Ya!
919-738-2109
tiptonsauto@att.net
ADD East
tomt
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NC Assistant District Director - Central
Libby Jennings
Hello Gold Winger
Well, here it is August and we STILL can’t see each other at our gatherings. Sad so Sad…..
On Sunday, July 26th about five (5) members from the Central Area took a trip up to our Central – Wings Over
Carolina Ride site to check the place out for our October 10th ride. Steve, Christine Cline and myself went
today, August 3rd, to show me the ride and our destination. Folks it is beautiful. Hopefully the leaves will be
turning by then and you will enjoy the ride as much as I did, even though it poured down rain coming back. No
rain on October 10th……. The roads were very good and curvy for riding our motorcycles and I am sure you
will have fun with us; so plan to attend. I are working on the details and hopefully have a flyer on the web site
soon.
I have already received a few Wings Over Carolina Shirt orders so please hurry and get yours in before the
deadline of August 31st time is getting short. I will be sending you an email when I receive your order so look
for it.
Hope everyone stayed safe in the Tropical Storm Isaias that is coming through this week, especially our Eastern
Chapter Families. That is all we need, a storm and Covid-19, hitting us at the same time, Right????
Hope to see you soon because I miss going to the gatherings and seeing all of you.
My love to each of you,
Libby Jennings
Central – Assistant District Director
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NC Assistant District Director - West
Clyde Alexander

Wings Over Carolina - West
As of right now our ride is scheduled for the 26th. Tentatively meeting at 9 am at Love’s gas in Marion, ksu about
10 am. The plan is to ride around lake James. Picnic at lake James state park.
J. Iverson Riddle Development Center
The following was received from the Director of Volunteer Services.
Good Morning,
I wanted to brighten your day by sharing photos of the new pontoon boat! She is a beautiful cherry red! The staff
were able to go to the lake last Friday and learn how to maneuver the pontoon and practice on the route they will
transport residents. Thank you GWRRA for your time, effort, and dedication to make this possible for the
residents of JIRDC!
Thank you,
Alicia Lorenzo Wilson, CAVNC
Director Volunteer Services
J. Iverson Riddle Development Center

Ride safe – always.
Clyde Alexander
GWRRA - North Carolina
Assistant District Director – West
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North Carolina District MEPC
Charles and Sue Langley
JUST HANG IN THERE
Hello Everyone,
How quickly another month has passed!! So that only means that it will not be as long as it has been before we get
to see you again!
Charles and I would like to say thank you to our Chapter MECs. You have done a fantastic job reporting back on
your ARL reports! It’s very important that each chapter keeps track of their members and the Chapter MECs have
certainly proven themselves worthy! Thank you!
Also, we would like to continue to encourage our Chapter Couples. No, we have not had the ‘normal’ year of
visitation, you have not been forgotten!! All of these unexpected days have kept us all in suspense however, we
look forward to the future of getting together where ever and whenever!
We are all trying to do our best to stay healthy and to keep others healthy also. We must do our part so that we can
be here to take part in the future fun! Looking forward to seeing you soon! JUST HANG IN THERE!!!
Love all of you,
Charles and Sue Langley
NC District MEPC

North Carolina District Educator
Tony & Shirley Prewitt
Good Day North Carolina
I have been riding a lot, mostly by myself. Putting a few miles on the Goldwing. I find myself talking on the CB
to the truckers. I ask for Information about road conditions, weather and places to get good ice cream is always
needed. We share the road with them why not talk to them, after all they are professional drivers.
I came across this articles and I hope you can use it. Happy reading.

Ride Safe, Ride Educated
Tony and Shirley Prewitt
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18-Wheelers often make good 'riding buddies'
By: James R. Davis
When I was on jury duty a few months ago I had occasion to spend a lot of hours with a trucker who explained to
me many of the things that I have always been curious about. Not the least surprising of which, considering the
setting, was how many truckers manage to accumulate far more miles in their rigs than the law allows with the
illegal use of a second set of log books. (The message here is clear - many truckers out there are TIRED morning, noon, or night.)
[I have only been inside the cab of an 18-wheeler once in my life, when I was a kid. The driver had allowed me to
ride with him between LA and Monterey along the California coast. I could not believe how hard it had been for
him to drive that rig - it had a 'brownie' (second shift-lever) that he managed by looping his arm through the
steering-wheel. Well, technology has come a long way in long-haulers and brownies are a thing of the past. But
the driver's job remains a tough one, and motorcycles often just add one more worry for them to have to deal
with.]
This trucker that I mentioned above claimed that two-wheelers, particularly those driven by women, (though they
often get 'cat-calls' from his friends), are actually held in high regard by truckers - especially if they seem to know
what they are doing. Motorcyclists, he said, are smart to keep their distance from the trucks. He said that though
retreads have been banned from automobiles for many years, there are still trucks that ride on them and if one
should blow the energy released is roughly equivalent to a stick of dynamite. A motorcycle that happens to be
nearby would not stand a chance.
And though it is not possible to completely avoid riding on one side or the other of an 18-wheeler, he said, a
smart motorcyclist would not linger there and would pass as soon as they could. He also said that motorcyclists
that pass a truck only to then pull in front of it are smarter still if they do not pull in too quickly. He described a
nightmare accident he once had where a small Toyota had pulled in front of him on the open highway then hit its
brakes. He was hauling a load of steel rebars and there was absolutely no way he could even slow down before
running over that car. Mass and inertia have their own rules.
As to motorcyclists in general, he said that he was no longer surprised at the number of times he would say
something about a 'good looking bike' on the road near him to another trucker in the distance only to have that
biker thank him with his CB. This, because he has come to understand that most touring bikes have CB radios
and that they seem to have realized that truckers can make good 'riding buddies' when the motorcyclist is riding
solo. He described dozens of times riding 'escort' for a solo biker, and sharing a meal with a few of them along
his way. That they invariably talked about their bikes (and he about his rig) while eating and how impressed he
had been that they were really 'into' and knowledgeable about what they (the bikers) were doing.
I thought I would post this here because we often hear bikers describe 18-wheelers in rather nasty ways - like
they were generically dumb, illiterate, drunk, mean, and dangerous. Truth is they are just people with a hard job
and they are on the roads with people that do not have sufficient respect for how much time it takes to slow/stop
those rigs so are constantly put in risky situations as a result.
My experience with truckers has been almost universally good. Hope this little Tip causes a few readers to rethink their attitudes about them. A trucker can be a life-saver in time of need. Why not maximize the odds?
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North Carolina District Newsletter Editor
North Carolina District Web Master
Debra K. Lawler
Thank you again Baby and Dave for the cartoon. The contributors corner is dedicated to all members who want
to show off your talent. We have many talented folk all over North Carolina. We would love to see your art,
poems and pictures. I know I would love to see your work.
Note: You will get credit. Let me know if your work has a copy-write so I can make note as to such. I know you
want to protect your work.
Debra K. Lawler
NC District Newsletter Editor
NC District Webmaster

Contributors Corner
Adventures of Dave and Baby

Drawing by Baby
A real C. D (Collie Dog)
and
Dave Smith

Photo by Donald Cranfill
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North Carolina District
University Coordinator
John Bryant
Well, it’s August and not much has changed. The corona virus is still mostly in control of what and how we do
thing and for the most part dictating our schedules. I am getting out a little more and it is good to see from
chapters newsletters folks are beginning to find ways to ride and gather safely.
University virtual classes are still being held. Check the university website www.gwrradot.com for class
offerings. GWRRA 101 will open up for everybody in September; however most classes are already filled. As
of now September 29th is open. Once open to the masses classes will be in 2 hours session each day. There
are 10 sessions.
I am looking forward to the “Wings Over Carolina” rides in late September and early October. Certainly they
will be a lot of fun alone with an opportunity for many of us to see each other for the first time this year.
Stay safe and hope to see you at Wings Over the Carolina.

John
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North Carolina Couple Of The Year
Donald and Helen Cranfill
Here's hoping that this finds all of you still in good health. As for Helen and myself, we are still alive and kicking
only with a much slower kick. Helen is still having problems with her knee. We are still waiting for the next
appointment with the Hematologist. Here Iron level was too low for surgery so we are working hard trying to
build that back up. Once we get her iron to an acceptable level the doctors will then do the knee replacement. It
has been a tough go for her but being the team that we have been for 48 years, we are making it OK.
Things out on the road have definitely changed. It is not like it used to be, that is for sure. Since we travel from
coast to coast, we get to see a lot more of what is happening than most of the people that never leave North
Carolina. Traffic gets to be a hand full at times, but for the most part, it is doable. Our biggest problem has been
finding food and usable rest rooms.
There are no all night restaurants available. A couple of months back, we went two nights with out dinner because
we did not stop in time. Most places are now closing at 8 pm or shortly there after. We now try to have our dinner
done by 6 or 7 pm. We are way too old to be put to bed with out dinner any more. We are finding that most fast
food restaurants will not allow people to use the rest rooms. This is a major problem. As truck drivers, we do like
to stop to eat and be able to sit down and relax for a few minutes each day. Trying to eat while driving is not
advisable as it can get messy. And of course, after eating most people will want to use the restroom. We have
actually seen a couple of restrooms that were not only closed but also barricaded from floor to ceiling with chairs.
There are still a lot of the restaurants that do not have dine in service. We did stop at a flying J truck stop in up
California a couple of weeks back for breakfast at Denny's but it was closed. You know that Denny's has always
been noted for being the 24 hr. all night restaurant that is always open, not so any more. There have been a couple
at truck stop Denny s that have closed permanently. At that Flying J inside was closed, but it was open out side.
They had taken the tables and chairs out side and was serving out side. This, I liked because I have always liked
to eat out side when the weather is right. It was nice that day. I have made a lot of phone calls trying to find
restaurants that were open so we could eat. If any of you are thinking of going on an out of state ride, it would be
advisable to check ahead for open places to eat. Motels are doing find. There are plenty of them out there. Here
here and there in house motel restaurants may be closed. We have experienced that too this summer.
This past week, in our part of the woods we had some bad summer storms. Such was the case with our bungalow.
Lightening did strike close to the home. It took out my desktop computer, wi fi and router. The router and wi fi
have now been fixed. My desk top is going to have to wait. I still have a couple of old laptops sitting on the shelf.
I pulled the best of the two down and cranked it up. It is an old windows 7 model but still works well. I now have
a few wires hanging off of my desk from the setting up the router and the two computers. It is working well and I
am glad.
So that is all that I have for now, so I must say happy trails. Hope to see some of you soon. Now it is time for me
and Helen to go to town to meet my granddaughter for lunch. I'm Looking forward to it.
I just found out that this lap top is not hooked up to my printer. More work to do after lunch.

Thank you
Donald and Helen Cranfill
District Couple 2019/2020

GWRRA North Carolina District Newsletter

North Carolina District Care Bear
Mary Felton
First off I hope everyone is doing well with all this stuff going on, I pray it will get better soon.
We have some friends that need our prayer and good thoughts.
Deaths
Willie Rainey's wife passed in July, H2
Mark Quinn lost his battle with cancer M2
Thomas Riley's brother David passed in July NC-N
Pamela Kimiel's mother passed NC-A
Illness & Surgery
Mary Craig had surgery, went home the same day and says she is doing good. NC-S2.
Former Dist. Care Bear Eddie Lewis had surgery , shunt/port NC-C2.
Don Harden had open heart surgery not sure of the chapter
Bobby Manning cut his finger on the lawn mower and had to have 20 stitches NC-D.
Hope all are doing well now.
Thanks
Mary Felton, NC District Care Bear
maryfelton2@gmail.com
We would like to wish the following members a very Happy Birthday and a very Happy Anniversary:
August Birthdays

August GWRRA Anniversaries

Trevor Jordan 8/2 S2
Ed Spangler 8/4 NC-I
Joy Lee 8/28 NC-I
Lisa La Fountaina 8/31 NC-I
Dale Hyde 8/4 NC- H2
Mary Eakright 8/30 H-2
Kathie Gentry 8/11 NC-A
Bill Buckner 8/23 NC-A
Barbara Hands 8/30 NC-A

GaryHarris 8/30 NC-A
Shirley Dye 8/1/88 NC-A
Barbara Hands 8/1/88 NC-A
Don & Becky Herman 8/1/96 NC-A
Ken & Isley 8/1/96 NC-A
Colleen FitzGerald 8/2/05 NC-A
Debbie Nadel 8/12/15 NC-A
JoAnne Disiderali 8/27/18 NC-A
Amanda Cox 8/18 /16 NC-S2

August Wedding Anniversaries
Lynn & Dan Throgmorton 8/20 NC-I
Lura & David Newman 8/25 NC-I
Tom & Colleen FitzGerald 8/18/88 NC-A
Jr & Cheryl Davis 8/13/71 NC-A
Ron & Alice Myres 8/14/71 NC-A
Milton & Barbara Goodpasture 8/20/56 NC-A
Larry a& Jane Weavil 8/28/16 NC-A
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We said farewell to some of our GWRRA family in 2020
GWRRA Family we said farewell to.
NC-I Robin Ferguson 12/25/19 NCA Dennis Hands 1/1/2020
NC-A Henry Jinnett 1/30/2020 NCF2 Vernon Dudley 2/9/2020 NC-S2
Della Stewart 2/9/2020
NC-I Johnny Johnson 2/22/2020
NC-P Libby Taylor 5/5/2020
NC-M2 Mark Quinn 7/22/2020
Your GWRRA family will miss you all. You
may be gone but you will never be forgotten.

Meeting changes and Cancellations
Be sure to check the District Website for any last minute cancellations or contact the Chapter
Director to verify they are meeting on their scheduled day.
All rider education and MFA classes have been canceled because of state and national mandates to
Shelter in Place, Stay at Home, Self-Quarantine, and Social Distancing.
PLEASE NOTE: The monthly calendar has been removed until regular chapter gatherings resume.

Click below and read Newsletters from:
GWRRA Insight
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