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Blue Ridge Parkway

July2020
Hatteras Lighthouse
Tweetsie Railroad

Carowinds
USS North Carolina

Wings Over Carolina
A three weekend event!
Details and Dates to come!
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I pledge Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America
and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for all.
We SUPPORT and THANK ALL our service men and women.
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My Name is Old Glory
by Howard Schnauber

I am the flag of the United States of America.
My name is Old Glory.
I fly atop the world's tallest buildings.
I stand watch in America's halls of justice.
I fly majestically over great institutes of learning.
I stand guard with the greatest military power in the world.
Look up! And see me!
I stand for peace - honor - truth and justice.
I stand for freedom
I am confident - I am arrogant
I am proud.
When I am flown with my fellow banners
My head is a little higher
My colors a little truer.
I bow to no one.
I am recognized all over the world.
I am worshipped - I am saluted - I am respected
I am revered - I am loved, and I am feared.
I have fought every battle of every war for more than 200 years:
Gettysburg, Shilo, Appomatox, San Juan Hill, the trenches of
France, the Argonne Forest, Anzio, Rome, the beaches of
Normandy, the deserts of Africa, the cane fields of the
Philippines, the rice paddies and jungles of Guam, Okinawa,
Japan, Korea, Vietnam, Guadalcanal New Britain, Peleliu, and
many more islands.
And a score of places long forgotten by all but those who were
with me.
I was there.
I led my soldiers - I followed them.
I watched over them.
They loved me.
I was on a small hill in Iwo Jima.
I was dirty, battle-worn and tired, but my soldiers cheered me,
and I was proud.
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I have been soiled, burned, torn and trampled on the streets of
countries I have helped set free.
It does not hurt, for I am invincible.
I have been soiled, burned, torn and trampled on the streets of my country,
and when it is by those with whom I have served in battle - it hurts.
But I shall overcome - for I am strong.
I have slipped the bonds of Earth and stand watch over the
uncharted new frontiers of space
from my vantage point on the moon.
I have been a silent witness to all of America's finest hours.
But my finest hour comes when I am torn into strips to
be used for bandages for my wounded comrades on the field of battle,
When I fly at half mast to honor my soldiers,
And when I lie in the trembling arms of a grieving
mother at the graveside of her fallen son.
I am proud.
My name is Old Glory.
Dear God - Long may I wave.
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Thank You To Our Sponsors Of
Wing Over the Smokies®

Shroader’s Honda, 220 Mitchelle Dr. Hendersonville, NC 28792 1-888-825-3394

CSC Trikes / California Sidecar, Find a dealer

Hartco International, 800-446-7772, 386-698-4668, Fax 386-698-2762
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North Carolina District Directors
Glenn and Joy Kennedy
A DIFFERENT BREED
I am proud to say that GWRRA members are a breed of their own. With the motto of Friends for Fun, Safety and
Knowledge how can we be anything else? There are many things that we can be proud of because we are that
special breed: the first of which is our involvement in the community with our contributions to the NeuroMedical centers: O’Berry, Murdock and J. Iverson Riddle, being well appreciated. We mix that community
concern with our love of riding by Care Bear rides, and School Tools rides, etc. We are also known for our
pranks, our fun and our laughter. We double our pleasures and delights by sharing. We have played games
together, eaten together, shopped together and definitely ridden together. We divide troubles by stepping up
when needed.
We have seen both large and small sacrifices. We have seen hospital visits, food delivered, roadside assistance,
and bikes driven over 300 miles to help another member. We have fussed together, and we have made up. All of
this because we are family. Family knows and shares the good and the bad, the beautiful and the ugly. And yet nope, not in spite of, but because of this, we remain family!
These trying times of CoVid-19 gives us many opportunities to be family, even though we are not gathering. We
need to stay in touch with one another. So, this week call someone from your chapter, or even better, call a friend
from another chapter. We need to continue to encourage one another with cards and prayers. So, respond to the
care bear notices you read.
A CALL TO ACTION
This Coronavirus pandemic is threatening to strangle the life out of our wonderful organization; gatherings are
not happening, visitation is at a virtual standstill, plaques are not moving, couples are not being honored, rallies
are cancelled. WE MUST FIGHT BACK!
But we must fight back in a safe, sensible way with consideration as to the safety of all concerned and in
compliance with governmental health and safety recommendations.
Most chapters are still unable to return to normal indoor gatherings. But many have found the path to continued
interaction to be more all-outdoor rides/gatherings. Assemble at an outdoor site, ride together to an outdoor
venue or park bringing you own lunch/dinner, maintaining social distancing and facial masking requirements as
applicable. Sit around and socialize. It works! We need to be getting back together before we forget what we all
look like (although with masks, we still may not know).
We should communicate with other chapters what we are doing in this regard and invite cross-chapter
participation whenever possible. With such outdoor activities necessarily being on a more flexible basis (weather
permitting, etc.) it becomes a challenge to publish what is being planned. Our District Calendar is not that
flexible. Perhaps there is an easier, more user-friendly way to communicate, such as a bulletin board that is
hosted on our district website?
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Perhaps we should be making use of Groupworks. It is a quick and easy way to get information out to the entire
district or smaller sub-groups within the district. Each chapter has its own group. Members can follow all
chapters or select only those chapters that they wish to follow. All it takes is for members to sign in on
Groupworks and select the groups that they wish to be members of, and request to be notified of that group’s
activities. It is available to all GWRRA members.
WINGS OVER CAROLINA
We have a unique opportunity to bring our membership together in the face of losing Wings Over the Smokies
this year. Putting together 3 separate territorial rides in September/October can be an uplifting and pandemic safe
alternative to an indoor rally. It brings us all together (cross-territorial participation is certainly acceptable) and
has the lure of being something new and different.
We are planning to have the Western territorial ride on Saturday, September 25th, one of the days that WOtS was
originally scheduled. The rain date would be Sunday, September 26th. We have already heard that many out-ofstate members who already had reservations for WOtS are planning to come and participate in the ride. We may
have a fabulous, if not overwhelming, turnout for the Western ride.
To make all of this happen we need to come together and support putting this together. We need you to step-up
and take action! We need suggestions for the best ride destinations in each of the three regions. Members,
chapter ride coordinators, chapter directors please funnel your suggestions up through your chapter officers to
your ADD for your territory. We will also need many road captains to allow us to break down the rides into safe
sizes. Step-up and volunteer.
Let us come together, plan, participate and execute to make the NC District shine!
Let us continue to be a breed apart.
We truly look forward to seeing you soon.

for our GWRRA FAMILY
Glenn and Joy Kennedy
districtdirector@gwrranc.org
919-740-0045 Glenn
919-740-0395 Joy
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NC Assistant District Director - East
Tom Tipton

I Hope this finds everyone healthy. We are all still dealing with the pandemic with no great news yet. So, let’s all
stay positive and get through these testing times together.
Just a little business to take care of. I need to pick up about 5 Eastern Chapter’s Grand Prize Tickets. Let me
know what would be the best way to pick them up.
We all must make a valiant effort to keep up with each other and never forget the lifelong friendships that we all
have forged throughout our tenure with GWRRA! Friends will last a life time as long as you keep in touch with
them. If Everyone keeps in touch and checks in on friends that’s twice as many times friends get checked in on!
Chapter Directors, Ride Coordinators, and Members you are all doing such Great job checking in on your
members! With so many great Ideas. Also keeping up with other chapter members and helping at the chapter at
level so much. Thanks for doing such a Great Job for your Members!
Also be thinking about our Eastern Ride Over Carolina. Would you like to be involved on the planning and what
you would like to see happen during this Event? I would like to get with any or all Chapter Directors and
Chapter Ride Coordinators who would be interested in helping in any way. I am hoping we will need several
Ride leaders to leave our KSU place wherever it is decided as a start place. Or maybe a picnic lunch somewhere,
meet then, ride, maybe a few games ? There are so many options and decisions that need to be made. With your
help, together we can make this a better Ride and Fun Day to be had by all!!!!!
With that said, Bye for now!
As always if You Need Me I am Here for
You!!!!!
tiptonsauto@att.net
919-738-2109
Thanks again East for all you do !!!!
ADD East
Tom T.
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NC Assistant District Director - Central
Libby Jennings
Hello Gold Winger
Hope everyone is doing well in the world today. I am tired to doing stuff at the apartment and want to get out
and do some fun things not work at home. HA!
I have a funny story to tell you this month. For ten (10) days I was in Tennessee helping Clifton, Amber and
Little Man Howard get ready to move to Florida. We were cleaning up some old wood to put on Clifton’s burn
pile and Amber had an old door that she was putting on the trailer and I had picked up some wood to put on the
trailer also and I must have gotten in her way. Because she hit me with that door up side my right ear and
scratched my right upper arm in two places. It almost knocked me to the ground but I kept straight up. Then
after that I was holding a trash bag for her to put stuff in and she dropped a heavy jar on my toe. I guess that is
one way to get rid of your Mother-in- law! She apologized many times and we had many laughs about it all.
She loves me and I love her as Howard would say, super, duper much. They are living in Florida now and can’t
wait to go to see them again.
I am really enjoying the funny emails the members are sending me. On days that are gloomy they really cheer
me up and make me laugh. So please keep sending them.
I want to thank the members of H2 Durham that went to the Murdoch Center on June 22nd for a parade for the
residents of the Murdoch Center. Looks like they had motorcycles, police, fireman, old cars and even a cement
truck participate in the parade. I understand the resident were out waving and enjoying the event. Sorry I missed
it because I was out of town. Thank you again H2 Durham members.
By the time you read this July 4th will be here and gone. I hope you can be with your families and have a great
time celebrating and eating all the great food people prepare.
Hope to see you soon because I miss going to the gatherings and seeing all of you.
My love to each of you,
Libby Jennings
Central – Assistant District Director
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NC Assistant District Director - West
Clyde Alexander
Clyde's Pride
Wilkes among least “at risk” counties in new COVID-19 assessment. As of Friday, Wilkes was among counties
identified as next to the least “at risk” from COVID-19 in a new Harvard Global Health Institute assessment
announced this week.
The assessment puts each county nationwide and each state in one of four risk levels, indicated by green (least
risk), yellow, orange or red (most risk). These are shown on a map of the United States.
A county’s risk level is based on its seven-day average of new confirmed COVID-19 cases per 100,000 people
each day. The seven-day averages are updated periodically and Friday’s listings were based on a averages for the
seven days ending Wednesday.
The assessment included Wilkes among yellow counties Friday. Yellow is for counties with an average of one to
nine new cases each day per 100,000 people. Wilkes was shown with an average of 3.8 new cases.
According to the Harvard Global Health Institute, yellow indicates community spread of COVID-19 exists and
that rigorous testing and tracing programs are advised. Ashe, Alleghany, Alexander and Watauga counties also
were yellow on Friday.
Caldwell, Iredell, Surry and Yadkin counties were orange, which is for counties with a daily average of 10-24 new
cases per 100,000 people. The institute says orange indicates there is accelerated spread of COVID-19, with stay
at home orders and/or rigorous testing and tracing programs advised.
Red is for counties with an average of 25 or more new cases each day per 100,000 people and green is for counties
with less than one. Sampson, Lee, Montgomery and Mecklenburg were the only red counties in North Carolina.
There were no green counties in the state.
North Carolina, with an average of 14.4 cases, was among 13 orange states on Friday. South Carolina, Florida and
Arizona were the red states. Vermont was the only green state.
In addition to helping people know where their home counties stand with the COVID-19 pandemic, the
assessment is designed to help them decide what parts of the country that should or should not visit.
The assessment is at https://globalepidemics.org/key-metrics-for-covid-suppression/verages for the seven days
ending Wednesday.
Article from Wilkes Journal Patriot July 3rd
Ride safe – always.
Clyde Alexander
GWRRA - North Carolina
Assistant District Director – West

Graphic from
globalepidemics.org
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North Carolina District MEPC
Charles and Sue Langley

HAPPY SUMMER!!!!!
Wow! Days are flying by so quickly, how about yours???? Charles and I are really having a nice summer. Nothing
like enjoying a fresh cup of coffee on the carport every morning, discussing the planned events of the day or just
enjoying the unexpected events of the day to come. Life is good!!!!
Charles and I planted tiny gardens in pots. We have cucumbers, tomatoes, and green peppers. Surely there is
nothing better than a cucumber/tomato salad or a good ole fresh tomato sandwich on a hot day! Heck! I remember
as a child when we didn’t have a fresh tomato, my best friend and I would just smear two slices of bread with
mayonnaise, sprinkle with salt and pepper, put them together, and they were delicious!! Children have great
imaginations you know!!!!
All of my life I have wanted an Oleander bush. Saw one when I was a young girl and the fragrance was absolutely
breath taking. They have red, white, pink, and yellow blooms but not all varieties have the outstanding fragrance. I
was reminiscing about that one morning to Charles and before I knew it, we were on our way to find one. Tom and
Linda Tipton have a daughter-in-law that has one of the best choices in plants anywhere around, so we purchased
3 Oleander bushes from her….all the way to Bayboro N.C.!!!! We choose the Red color and planted them
aroundour flag pole. Got to keep everything all American!!!
Hoping that you celebrated the 4th of JULY and that you continue holding up the United Stated of America in
your prayers. Our country is a great nation to live in!!!
We really miss seeing everyone, yet we all know what we must continue to do as individuals to stay safe. Take
care of yourselves, enjoy lots of fresh veggies and those sweet watermelons!!!!
Love all of you,
Charles and Sue Langley, NC District MEPC
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North Carolina District Educator
Tony & Shirley Prewitt
Wide Open Throttle Prevention
Reduce training deaths!
In reviewing the many deaths and near fatalities that have occurred during student training over the past seven
years I cannot help but recognize that common to virtually all of them is the phenomenon where the student has
cranked his throttle 'wide open' then freezes at the controls as the motorcycle accelerates out of control until it
runs into something.
The MSF and others seem to think this is the result of those students having positioned their right hands on the
throttle in a 'wrist up' posture such that when they reach for the brake they actually increase their acceleration
because the wrist is brought down as their fingers reach for the brake lever.
I am of the opinion that the real problem precedes all of that and would like to explain what I think can be done to
dramatically reduce such tragic incidents during student training.
In a totally unfamiliar venue including a training facility, motorcycles, instructors and students, all of which are
'unknowns', students are familiarized with the controls on a motorcycle in a classroom and then on (or near) the
range. As to the throttle, they are told to 'make a quarter turn' of it and, later, told to 'turn it all the way' - this,
apparently to provide them the experience of the full range of travel available. That is all well and good but it fails
to follow through and educate those students about reality and practical limits.
Not having any other frame of reference, these students have just been 'taught' that the normal range of throttle
usage is between a 1/4 turn and full turn of that control. Nonsense!
In more than 40 years of riding I cannot remember a single time when I cranked the throttle 'all the way' from a
dead stop, and very, very few times when I did so other than gradually - as in when I needed to pass a vehicle
with minimum time riding in an oncoming lane.
Furthermore, a 1/4 turn of the throttle has always been a substantial event for me. The VAST MAJORITY of time
when I change the throttle in order to change speed it is by using the smallest amount of movement possible. 99+
% of the time when riding I am attempting to maintain my speed, regardless of road grade, and the smallest
amount of throttle turn possible is more than adequate to do just that.
Surely you have noticed that relatively new riders are the only ones who race their engines as they start out from a
dead stop - that is, who crank their throttles far more than necessary in order to increase engine speed as they ease
out the clutch. What you noticed is that these people have failed, at least so far, to learn proper friction zone
management technique and they rely on a racing engine to give them the confidence they need that their bike
won't stall on them during launch. Embarrassment usually tones down their right wrist behavior over time and
forces them to learn how to manage their friction zones better if they tend to ride with other bikers.
So, during control familiarization indoctrination it seems entirely reasonable that instructors should point out that
'normal' throttle usage involves making the smallest possible change in throttle position AND TO HAVE THE
STUDENTS DEMONSTRATE TO THEMSELVES
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Now when in that class and on the range we have all heard an instructor say, often with nauseating repetition
"wrist down"! The students and instructors know that with a wrist up position, if they reach for the brake lever
they will automatically INCREASE engine speed. Yet I wonder why it is that nobody has explained to the
instructors and those students why they find themselves having to deal with a wrist up position more than once?
Riding with your wrist down is AWKWARD. The proper riding posture is to have the hand level with the forearm
- wrist 'neutral'. But the instructors insist that the students are to ride 'wrist down'. So, human beings are fast
studies and quickly learn that if they start out wrist down and anticipate that they are going to have to accelerate
(bring their wrists even farther 'down'), they preemptively adjust their grip to accommodate that movement. That
is, they creep their grips into a more wrist up position in order to be comfortable when they accelerate. Again, the
problem is that they have been 'taught' that to accelerate they will 'normally' use between a 1/4 and full throttle
crank. If instruction can be modified to accentuate the least possible throttle movement model I propose, then
these fast learning students will have far less of a tendency to creep up into wrist high position prior to performing
their range exercises.
And that means that when something goes wrong on the range (usually something no more dangerous than a
student winding up his engine more than he really wanted to), that mistake will likely be a smaller problem than it
would have been had the student been 'wired' from the get-go to use large throttle movements, and in the event
that he simply freezes at his controls, his rate of acceleration will be modest instead of 'wide open throttle' aimed
at the building next to the range.

Ride Safe, Ride Educated
Tony and Shirley Prewitt

Adventures of Dave and Baby

Drawing by
Baby
a real C. D
(Collie Dog)
and
Dave Smith
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North Carolina District
University Coordinator
John Bryant
It’s that time again to write an article when there is not much happening locally around GWRRA. Most
members are staying in touch while some are out and riding in small groups or alone. Like most, I am staying at
home unless there is a need to venture out and wearing a mask when I do. I took in some of the virtual Wing
Ding presentations over the 4th of July weekend. My daughters and grandsons were over for a 4th of July
cookout and family gathering. Otherwise, it’s a chore finding ways to stay sane while keeping the boredom to a
minimum. I took in a couple of rides in June which helped to break the daily stay at home routine.
The University is still offering online classes with a new list for July. Visit www.gwrradots.com to see complete
list of July offerings. The University covers all training except “On-Bike” courses and has nearly 50 class
offerings. A new class GWRRA 101 is coming next month.
Some chapters have started holding “Chapter Members Only” meeting and rides to help keep members engaged.
Understand that some may still not feel comfortable with arrangements and that’s okay. There will be many
adjustments and personal decisions to be made as we endeavor on the new current and later post coronavirus
period. Be mindful that all of us must do our part to help contain the spread of the virus. Most of all, Be
Thankful we are able to do so.

John Bryant
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North Carolina Couple Of The Year
Donald and Helen Cranfill
Greetings to all,
Since the last time that I wrote anything, many things have happened. Helen and I have made several trips in the
truck without much to talk about. We have found ourselves on two occasions to be without any thing to eat for
Dinner. We stopped after 6:pm and found the restaurant to be closed. Two times this has happened to us. Many
times, we needed to use the rest room only to find them barricaded closed, no one can use them. They would be
blocked from the floor to the ceiling. Many times, we have had to use the drive thru. This is not a good practice at
night with all the drugs and alcohol that are available to the public in today’s world. We are finding that it is
definitely a different world from what it was like one year ago. Not all states are the same, some say wear face
masks, some don't, some say come inside to order, some don't. It would be nice to see all of America under the
same guidelines and rules.
So many things have change because of the virus problem. We were in Phoenix about three weeks ago with some
time to spare. We were within 10 miles of the home office. We were last there about 10 years ago and spent some
time with Ed Price. We meet him on our GWRRA Cruise with the bikes. What a memory that is. It was without
question the most fun that we have ever had while on a cruise. Those of you that did not go because of salt water,
you missed it. So I called the office and didn't get an answer so I tried again. This time there was a person on the
other end. We were informed that everyone was at home because of the virus. That was not good news but there
wasn't anything that we could do about it. Our visit did not happen this time. Over the years that Helen and I have
helped with the photo shoots for Wing World, we have come to know many of the office people. Well, maybe on
another day, our we will have better luck.
On two occasions we have seen snow on the road and falling from the sky. This past trip we were given our
freight bills. At the time no one noticed it had the wrong delivery address. We ended up way above Salt Lake City
next to a tree line with a fully loaded 53 ft trailer and full-size tractor. Needless to say, people were sure giving us
that look of wonder, what is he doing here with that thing? I don't really like going into real people places when it
is not aloud. I had to roll my windows down to get fresh air, I was starting to get hot but Helen and I had good
reason for a big laugh when we finally found the valley floor. Over the years, I have found myself in a few very
strange places. This would rate in the top 10 places to avoid the next time.
Well, this week is starting off with a bang. I spent Monday and Tuesday at the doctor’s office for follow ups and
such. Helen was also there on Tuesday for her knee. It was not a good day for Helen. I got her an appointment for
today with another doctor. At the end of today, she is not scheduled for total knee replacement on July 20, 2020. I
am hoping that this will alleviate the pain in her knee. We are asking that if you will, please remember us in your
prayers and Helen for her knee.
Please take care of yourselves this 4th of July holiday. Take good care of each other and we hope to see all of you
in the very near future.

Thank you
Donald and Helen Cranfill
District Couple for the ghost of 2020 that did not happen!
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North Carolina District Care Bear
Mary Felton
Prayers and well wishes for some of our friends.
Frankie Spain had surgery, no cancer in lymph nodes NC-D
Phil Hendricks and Chuck Rice were in a bike accident, Phil had a broken clavicle in his shoulder, Chuck had 8
broken ribs and a broken collar bone. Chucks bike is beyond repair, Phil's may be too, NC-I.
Connie Easton was to go for back surgery but instead ended up in the hospital for fluid around her lungs and heart,
NC-C2.
Allen Hudson heart blockage 2 stints, home doing well, NC-D
Bobby Manning, had to to get finger sewed up from lawn mower blade took 20 stitches, NC-D
Ron Thompson, had relapse, back the end of May on new chemo meds, back in remission, NC-N
Hope all are doing better now, sending prayers.
The information you see is all that was sent to me. If you want your birthdays and anniversaries in the newsletter,
please send them to me.
Hope everyone had a great and safe July 4th.
Maybe one day we will be able to get together again, miss seeing everyone
Thanks
Mary Felton, NC District Care Bear
maryfelton2@gmail.com
We would like to wish the following members a very Happy Birthday and a very Happy Anniversary:
July Birthdays
Milton Barton 5th A
Abbie Ambrose 5th A
Linda Worland 5th A
Joanne Disidesti 18th A
Susan Harden 21st A
Janice Buckner 24th A
Glen Carter 27th K2
Ralph Gilliam 18th I
David Newman 24th I
Rusti Boykin 27th M-2
Dave Platt 24th M2
Bobby Mcintyre 15th S2
Alyson Lee 25th S2
Tina Jordan 28th S2

July Wedding Anniversaries
Roger & Mary Felton 7/10/90 S2 30 years
Kathie & Dan Brioda 1st I
Janet & Tillman Hill 2nd I
Dianne & David Smith 7th I
Romona & john Williams 18th I
Brenda & Bruce Doan 29th I

July GWRRA Anniversaries
Tom FitzGerald 7/6/2006 A
Fran Cave 7/9/2018 A
Roger & Mary Felton 7/29/2010 S2
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We said farewell to some of our GWRRA family in 2020

GWRRA Family we said farewell to.
NC-I Robin Ferguson 12/25/19
NC-A Dennis Hands 1/1/2020
NC-A Henry Jinnett 1/30/2020
NC-F2 Vernon Dudley 2/9/2020
NC-S2 Della Stewart 2/9/2020
NC-I Johnny Johnson 2/22/2020
NC-P Libby Taylor 5/5/2020
Your GWRRA family will miss you all. You
may be gone but you will never be forgotten.
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Meeting changes and Cancellations
Be sure to check the District Website for any last minute cancellations or contact the Chapter
Director to verify they are meeting on their scheduled day.
All chapter gatherings, chapter events, rider education and MFA classes have been canceled
because of state and national mandates to Shelter in Place, Stay at Home, Self-Quarantine, and
Social Distancing.
PLEASE NOTE: The monthly calendar has been removed until gatherings resume.

North Carolina District Newsletter Editor
North Carolina District Web Master
Debra K. Lawler
Thank you Dave and Baby for the cartoon. I and many of our readers look forward to seeing and hearing about
what other adventures the roads hold for you. May you both have many years of FUN, SAFE and Memorable
journeys together.
Debra K. Lawler
NC District Newsletter Editor
NC District Webmaster

Click below and read Newsletters from:
GWRRA Insight

Ride, Live, Have Fun and Eat Ice Cream

